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To the Inhabitants of Wiſbech, 
and its Vicinit). 


O N TUESDAY laſt, the requiſition ſigned by 
One Hundred and Ten Perſons for a general Meeting, to conſider 


the Propriety of petitioning His Majeſty to diſcharge his preſent 
wicked and unſucceſsful Miniſters, as a neceſſary Step towards a 


| Peace, was preſented to the Town Bailiff. 


The Town Bailiff will not comply with the Requeſt. 


The high conſequence of the Subject, is too material to delay 
the progreſs of the Petition, therefore the Public are informed, 
that it will lye for their Signatures, on SATURD AY the 22d of 
Aptil, at No. 5. York Row, from Ten o'Clock, till Three iy 


the Afternoon, 


April 15th, 279). 
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_ A NOTE To THE PRINTER. 
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Mr. Printer, 


As 1 think it necessary to give you 
some information with respect to the motives which have induced 
me to get my Humble Apology to a certain irascible Doctor 
printed, I must beg of you to fix your attention to the following 
statement of fads. 


The Doctor, it is well known, addressed the Public on 
Saturday the 15th Instant; for the purpose, as I have had it 
Since explarned (for I could not make it out from the Hand-bill) 
of informing the Public the Town-Bailiff ad refused to comply 
with his Request to call a Meeting of the Inhabitants of 
W , for the purpose of petitioning his Majesty to remove 
his present Ministers from his Councils. In the said Hand-bill 
I could not he lp observing a few trz/{:ng Inaccuracies, which I 
smply noticed to a Gentleman of my acquaintance who 
happened to be present when it was brought me. This having 
been mentioned to the Doctor (whom, by the by, some Persons had 
supposed to be my Friend, which they could never have thought 
had they known him as I do, and then did know he fell into a most 
furious passion raved. stormed, nay, 1 have cven been told he 
tore. Not content with this Frantic behaviour, he wrote a 
Letter to the gentleman above alluded to, which he desired 


him 


1 4. J 


him to shew me, (and of which, as it seemed rather intended for 
me, than for him, I At a copy“) beginning with © Dear _ 
We are composed of many Feelings, &c.” which was followed by 
a full and sati factory explanation of what those Feelings were 
made. Among many liberal Maxims interspersed throughout this 
Letter, there is one to this effect, That he would allow Uhers 
* or Schooulmasters might possibly be tolerable Judges of a Solitary 
* Word or two, but of Sentences they could not.” This observation 
is not new, for it is a story told of Por E, and which he (Pope) 
applied, if I recollect right, to Pa TRICK the Lexicographer f. 
I, who am neither a Schoolmaster, or an Usher, but Something 
between both, thought it my duty to endeavour to vindicate the 
NOBLE pedagogical tribe from so foul an aspersion:—with what 
success, those who read the Humble Apology are left to judge. 


See the Doctor's Letter, Page 8, 
+ See Johnson's Life of Pope. 


Wisbech, April 25th, 1797. 
J LR. 


INTRODUCTION. 


INTRODUCTION. 


A Certain distinguished Physician, and wWOULD-BE 
LEADER OF PARTY, equally notorious for his candour 
and modesty, having been in very great wrath, that 
a friend of his should dare to notice a few 
grammatical improprieties contained in a Hand-b://, 
the whole of which is aid to have been composed 
by the Doctor without any assistance whatever. The 
Doctor's above-mentioned friend, feeling muck 
compunction for having been guilty of 50 gross a 


piece of impertinence, conceived he could do no 


less than to make the Doctor a suitable apology by 
addressing him 1n the following humble lines, 


AN 


An Humble Apology to an 1LLUSTRIOUS Phys:can. 


—— 0 _— 


GOOD Doctor, I pray you, your clamour give oer. 
While thus on my knees, I for pardon implore! 
For being so foolish, conceited, and vain, 
As your diction, and Spelling to treat with disdain. 


How cou'd I suppose that a genius /igh $0aring, 
Wou'd stoop for such tr:fles in tedious exploring; 
What are Tenscs in future,“ or Tenses preterit,* 
To FEELINGS, SENSAT1ONS,f and things of such merit. 


Can concord? pretend to attention from you, 
When DISCORD, we al! know, you ever pursue ; 
For your fr:ends and your foes, can with j ustzce declare, 
Your conduct's to each 59 impartial and rare; 

That their forbles or failings you never can spare, 
And when truths you're in want of to fictions repair. 


* The Town Bailiff wil! not comply with,“ &c. By which it is supposed N. 
means, „The Town Bailiff kas not complied with.“ See the Hand. Bill, 


+ Cant words of the Doctor, which He calls philosophical, and applies to every 
subject — The first sentences of the Doctor's letters to his friends beginning generally 
with something in this way—* Dear , We are composed of many Feelings,” 
See the Letter, Page 8. | 


+ For the Doctor's knowledge of grammatical concord, see his epistolary cor- 
respondence, Page 8; but for a clearer explanation of the 10th line, we refer to the 
majority of the Inhabitants of W——h, 


T hat 
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That letters“ with you, no importance can boast, 
Poor I and poor V have experienced the most: 
When the „rst finds his place in your Hand-bill q curious, 
Supplanted by Y with a violence most furious: 
And without doubt, has great cause to complain, 
When in eech we observe that you take so much pain 
As never to utter a word where he's found, 
But constantly trumpets his sound; 


With Wirtue, with Mice, you your patients confound, 
Who stare like stuck-pigs at this LARNING profound. 


Then spare me- GREAT DOCTOR! for hence ſorth I swear, 
I neer for your style, or your Spelling will care, 


But unnotic'd will leave them for 5chool-boys to scan, 
Or send them to LETHE—a my inverted STOOL-PAN. 


As it was the Doctor's intention the Hand-bill should be published with an aug 
Errata, which the Printer in his hurry forgot to subjoin, the Public will not be 
surprised to find that such trifling mistakes as He, for lie, &c. have passed unnoticed 
in it, particularly when they are informed that the Doctor gives it as his opinion, that 
the English orthography is AX BIT RARY, and purposes therefore to publish one of his 
own, on principles as new, as clear, and as well understood as his Philosophy, and Pradce 


of Physic*, 


The Doctor GENERALLY dispenses his own Prescriptiom. 
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A true and faithful Copy of the Doctor's Letter. 
| — CC ͤ F— 


DAR — 


WE are composed of many ſeelings to comprehend 
an enlarged subject as the bu-iness we have entered on demands the 
highest arterial powers—To correct words the signs of feeling is another 
faculty—of a meaner order—Nevertheless, any thing particularly gross 
argues a want of habit in an arbitrary department—Men zolely occupied in 
this department rarely possess the more valuable fel:citzes of the first, 


© 1 can't catch words*, and pity those who can.“ 


F suspeAt the suggestion has proceeded from an Uſher or a Schoolmaster. 
These observations are not employed by me to justify the orthography—it 
ts a moot point in spelling—in the feeling most clearly expressed—Their is 
another set of feelings observations when they can be serviceable—The 
Hand-bills are now delivered—Here is a greater mistake. — The error 
could only be attributed to the press my manuscript does not justify it. 
Their are two other sort of feelings Envy t and Consequence . The lalter 


suspect has employed the former to damp the Pride{ and * of 
H. C. Here the business is unravelled! 


Proof positive their for there, sort for sorts most noble instances ; of contempt for 
verbal criticiem / I am credibly informed the above is not the only Letter of the Doctor 
to be seen in M h, in which he has shewn he“ can't caich words,“ yet. of this 
Letter, the Doctor keeps a copy which heexhib:ts to all his visitors as a bon morceau! 


+ Envy] Mark, Reader! envious of the Doctor's :tupendous powers in composing 2 
Hand- bill. Oh Doctor! Doctor! Doctor! 


+ Consequence] How full of meaning when applied to the Doctor! How void of 
sense when applied to the author of an © Humble Apology.“ 


{ Errata,—For Pride read VANITY. 


Patriotism.] © Mr, Burchell would cry out uo!“ See Vicar of 
Wakefield, Chap. XI. This being one of my most learned quotations, I expect 
icw but the 1N1T1I1ATED in the mystery of the Doctor's Patriotism will understaud. 


Was 
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Was not the composition of such a letter deserving the arterial 
ardour with which the Doctor exclaimed, when I said to him 
So, Doctor! I understand you have written a severe thing upon 
us poor devils of teachers, and particularly upon me: > Yes, 
replied the Doctor, with an emphasis peculiar to himself—Yes, 

and © what I have written have written!” It was so im- 
pressive, that it instantly brought to my remembrance the well- 
known story told of Archimedes, when coming out of the bath hc 
discovered the adulteration made in King Hierom's golden crown 
by a tricking goldsmith—Eureka /—cried the cunning old Greek. 
Here the Business is unravelled!” says our 2Uustrious 
Physician —I HAVE FOUND IT OUT! said the /st 

Geometrician and Mechanician. | 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


The Doctor having read the © Humble Apology ” observed it 
was wholly composed of common-place ideas, such as S- Pan 
and Physictan, &c. &c. by which he means, that the ideas are 
commonly understood, which it is gad is not always the case with 
the Doctor's. That to sound a / like a W was wery excusable in a 
cockney. The Doctor moreover means to treat the Public, in his 
turn, with a number of good things, by way of Reply, &c. to the 
Humble Apology.” The author of it does not pretend to 
guess what the public will do with them, all that ke knows is, that 
with respect to himself, he is fully determined to keep the 

Dromese 


1 «07 


| bromise given in the last lines of the Humble Apology,” keep. 
* ing particulary the last line in view, he is ready to exclaim in the 
words of that good man Jos of old, (who like him had en- 
deavoured to make an humble apology) Oh— © That mine 
adversary would write a book*! As to the probable abuse the 
author may receive from the Doctor, the only notice he ſhall 
take of it will be to repeat the words spoken by Sir James 
THORNHILL of a truly illustrious Physiciant, © I can take any 
thing from him but—n1s yaysIc,” 


* Job, chap, xxxi, verse 35. 


+ A truly illustrious Phys:ician,)] Dr. Ravciizrs, Sce Walpole's Anecdotes of 
1 Painters, article TnOoRNAIII. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


1 am very well assured that no mistakes like unto Some 
of those which the Doctor has heretofore (inadvertently) 
committed, are again lilely to take place—BECAUSE— 
the Doctor has very lately bought a Spelling Dictionary, 
and studies Ash's Grammatical Institutes with unexampled 
ATTENTION. 


— . —„ ——— 


Shortly will be Published, by the ame Author, 


A MOST DELECTABLE BALLAD, 


THE MAGIC LANTERN; 


The APOTHECARY turned PHYSICIAN. 
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ERRATA. 
Page 7, line 14, for in read from. 
« My manuscript does not justify it, as the Doffor expresses it. 


